Everything You Need to Know About the ULEZ Charge
What is Ultra Low Emission Zone?
How much will it cost? When does it come into effect?

As London’s leading window and gutter cleaning service provider we know that many of our clients, customers and industry colleagues are asking questions about the introduction of a London ultra-low emission zone (ULEZ). We’ve penned the answer to 10 ULEZ questions you need to know: 
1) What is the ULEZ? 
Air pollution is linked to thousands of deaths every year. Added to that respiratory conditions like asthma and COPD are increasing. 
By introducing ULEZ, City Hall anticpates a reduction in the deadly nitrogen oxide (NOx) and particulate matter (PM) levels in the air. 
    
2) When and where does the ULEZ come into effect?
The key dates are: 8 April 2019, 25 October 2019 & 26 October.

The ULEZ comes into operation on 8 April 2019. Initially it will cover the existing central London congestion charging zone but will be effective 24 / 7, with no anticipated exclusion dates and times. 

From 25 October 2021, it will expand to an area flagged by the north and south circular roads.
Then On Oct 26 2020, a London-wide low emission zone will be brought into effect for larger vehicles like lorries.

3) What are the new emissions standards in the ULEZ?
To date there have been six stages of Euro standards published since 1992. 2014 saw the most recent Euro 6 framework released. 
If you don’t know if your vehicle will be effected or exempt from the charges, visit the Transport for London website where you can find out if you need to pay the ULEZ charge.It’s important to remember that newer vehicles are not automatically exempt from the charge.

The ULEZ charges will be calculated based on the declared emissions of the vehicle rather than the age of the vehicle. Ad a general rule however, it’s fairly safe to say that ULEZ affects diesels vehicles made before 2015 and petrol cars before 2006.

Petrol cars need to meet the Euro 4 standard on emissions to drive into the ULEZ without facing a charge. Diesel vehicles have to meet Euro 6, which is set a maximum NOx emission at 80mg/km, compared with the 180mg/km level that was required for cars that met the previous Euro 5 emissions standard. Motorcycles and mopeds are required to meet the Euro 3 standard. 
4) How much will the ULEZ cost?
Most vehicles, including motorbikes, vans and minibuses that don’t meet new emissions standards standards be charged. £12.50 per day every time they enter the ULEZ. The ULEZ charge is in addition to the congestion charge (congestion charge is £11.50 and only applicable if entering congestion charging zone between Monday and Friday, 7am to 6pm).

Failure to pay will result in a fine of £160 which will be reduced to £80.00 if payment is made within 14 days. 

Lorries will be charged £100 a day, with a £1,000 fine for failing to pay on time.



5) What are the ULEZ charge exemptions?
You may be exempt from the ULEZ if the following applies to you:
· If you are a Congestion Charge resident you will be given further time to change your vehicle to one which meets meet ULEZ standards. During this time they will not have to pay the charge.
· If your cars and vehicles registered with ‘disabled’ or ‘disabled passenger vehicles’ tax classes you will be exempt from the charge until October 26, 2025.
· Blue Badge holders however will need to pay the ULEZ charge from April 8, 2019 unless their vehicle meets the new emission standards.
· London taxis are exempt from ULEZ because they already have new emissions standards to meet 
For a full list of exemptions from the ULEZ charge visit The Transport for London website.

6)  Is there a scrappage scheme for older vehicles?
Micro-businesses and charities in London will be offered £6,000 to buy an electric van or £3,500 towards funding cleaner alternatives such as van rental.
The van scrappage scheme, which opens on February 22 is aimed to support micro-businesses and charities prepare for the introduction of ULEZ. For example;
· A payment of £6,000 to scrap a non-compliant van or minibus and help with running costs of a new electric vehicle.
· A payment of £3,500 to scrap a non-compliant van or minibus which can be used to: purchase a newer ULEZ compliant Euro 6 vehicle or benefit from London rental services 



7) How will I know if I’ve entered the ULEZ?
TfL is erecting road signs warning motorists of the start of the ULEZ at the current congestion charge zone.

Cameras will read number plates and check if the vehicle meets the ULEZ standards


8)  Will ULEZ reduce traffic in London?

TfL is forecasts a 5% reduction overall car traffic in central London once the ULEZ comes into force. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
When the congestion charge zone was introduced in 2003 there was a reduction in 30% fewer private vehicles entering London. However, London saw a meteoric increase in private hire vehicles, from 4,000 to 18,000 daily. At present these vehicles are not required to pay the congestion charge, but this will change from 8 April 2019.
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